They Have Taken Their Scribes And Monks As 
Lords Besides Allah 


Imam Sulayman bin ’Abdillah wl) «lai 


Chapter: Whosoever Obeys The Scholars And Leaders In 
Prohibiting Whatever Allah Has Permitted And Permitting 
Whatever Allah Has Prohibited Has Taken Them As Lords Besides 
Allah 


That is because obedience is a type of types of worship - or rather it is worship 
itself, for it is obedience by complying with Allah’s orders at the tongue of His 
Messengers areal evis: the author js a! a, singled out this chapter to 


emphasize the particular obligation to obey the Creator Jlvg 4),ly, and that 


none of the creation is to be obeyed, except if he is obeyed in subservience to 
Allah’s obedience. Apart from that, no obedience is obligatory upon anyone 
from the creation. 

What we talk about is a specific obedience in prohibiting what is permitted 
and permitting what is prohibited. So whosoever obeys the creation other than 
the Messenger a) ads al _4e - who does not speak from desires - in that, 


then he is a Mushrik, as Allah _ Jl clarified when He said: 
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They have taken their Scribes 
Meaning their Scholars, 


And monks 
Meaning their worshippers, 
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As lords besides Allah, and the Messiah, the son of Mary. And 
they were not commanded except to worship one God; there is no 
deity except Him. Exalted is He above whatever they associate with 
Him. 

And the Prophet re ads al _de explained it by obeying them in pro- 
hibiting the permitted and permitting the prohibites, as will be shown from the 
Hadith of ’Adi. 

If anyone says: Allah _JlS said: 
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Obey Allah and obey the Messenger and those in authority among 
you. 

It is said that they are the scholars, and it is said they are the leaders. These 
are two narrations from Ahmad. Ibn al-Qayyim said: ” What is correct is that 
it is general to both groups.” 

We respond: Their obedience is only obligatory as long as they command 
with obedience to Allah and obedience of His Messenger; Thus the Scholars are 
those who inform of Allah’s and His Messenger’s commands, and the leaders 


enforce them. In that case, their obedience becomes obligatory, following their 
obedience to Allah and His Messenger, as he dwg als au! dv said: ” There is 
no obedience in disobeying Allah, obedience is only in what is good.” And he 
said: ”Upon a man is to listen and obey as long as he is not commanded with 
disobeying Allah. If he is commanded with disobedience, then there is neither 
listening nor obedience.” These two narrations are authentic, so the verse does 
not contain any contradiction to the ayah of Bara’ah. 

He said: (Ibn ’Abbas said: A rain of stones is about to afflict you from the 
sky; I say: Allah’s Messenger a) ads al _4e said, and you say: Abu Bakr 
and ’Umar said.) 

Ibn ’Abbas said this to those who debated him on the permissibility of 
combining Hajj and "Umrah, which he used to command with. His opponent 
brought up Abu Bakr and ’Umar, as in: They are more knowledgeable than 
you, and more worthy to be followed. He pointed out that what he said is based 
purely on Iman and following the Messenger dwg alc al de, regardless of 
who opposes him in it. Just as Shafi’i said: ”The Scholars have agreed that 
whenever a Sunnah of Allah’s Messenger dw, ads aI _de becomes clear to a 
person, it is not permissible to discard it in favour of anyone’s opinion.” 

If this was Ibn ’Abbas’ response to those who brought up Abu Bakr and 
*Umar, then what do you think about those who reject the Sunan of the Mes- 
senger dug als ail de in favour of his imam or a companion of a madhhab 
he ascribes to? And then makes his opinion a judge over the Book and the 
Sunnah, accepting whatever agrees with it, and rejecting or interpreting away 
whatever opposes it, and Allah’s aid is sought. 

There is no doubt that this is covered by His _JL Word: 
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They have taken their Scribes and Monks as lords besides Allah 
The author said: (Imam Ahmad said: I am amazed at a people who under- 
stand the chain and its authenticity, then go for Sufyan’s opinion. Allah jlo 
said: ; : 
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So let those beware who dissent from the Prophet’s order, lest 
fitnah strike them 
Do you know what FItnah is: Fitnah is shirk, that should one reject his 
saying, his heart would be afflicted by some deviance, and perish as a result.) 
This narration was narrated from Ahmad by al-Fadl bin Ziyad and Abu 
Talib. 
Al-Fadl said from Ahmad: ”I’ve looked inside the Mushaf, and found the 
obedience of the Messenger rat) ads al _e in thirrty-three places. Then he 


began reciting: 
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So let those beware who dissent from the Prophet’s order, lest 
fitnah strike them 

And he began repeating them, saying: And what is fitnah exept shirk, and 
it is feared that if you reject some of his saying, that your heart be afflicted with 
some deviance and that you ee And he started EOS the Ayah: 
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But no, by your Lord, Fite will iat believe until they make you 
judge concerning that over which they dispute among themselves 

End quote. 

And Abu Talib said from Ahmad: ”He was told: There are a people who 
reject the Hadith and follow Sufyan’s opinion. He said: Iam amazed at a people 
who hear a Hadith and understand its chain and authenticity, then reject it and 
follow Sufyan’s or other than him opinion. Allah said: 
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So let those beware who dissent from the Prophet’s order, lest 


fitnah strike them or a painful punishment. 
Do you know what fitnah is? It is kufr. Allah _Jls said: 
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And fitnah is greater than killing. 
They reject Hadith of Allah’s Messenger As ads al _de then their desires 


direct them toward opinions.” This was narrated by Shaykh al-Islam. 

I say: The speech of Ahmad in censure of Taqlid and refusing to put together 
writings of opinions is plentiful and well-known. 

And his saying: ”understand its chain” meaning the chain of the Hadith, 
and ”authenticiy” meaning the authenticity of the chain. And its authenticity 
is an evidence that the Hadith is authentic. 

And his saying: ”And follow Sufyan’s opinion” meaning al-Thawri, the 
Imam, Zahid, Worshipper, trustworthy, jurist. He had companions and his 
madhhab used to be well-known, before it disappeared. 

Ahmad’s intention in refuting those who understand the Hadith and its 
authenticity and then blind-follow Sufyan or other than him, and seek to excuse 
their behaviour with invalid excuses, such as taking the Hadith is ijtihad, which 
has ended a long time ago, or that the Imam which they blind-follow is more 
knowledgeable than them, and only speaks from knowledge, and surely wouldn’t 
leave this Hadith except based on knowledge, or that it is ijtihad, and it is a 
condition that a mujtahid be knowledgeable about Allah’s Book and the Sunnah 
of Allah’s Messenger ra ads al _de, and its abrogated and abrogating, and 
authentic and inauthentic, and to be knowledgeable in the ways of evidences, 
the Arabic language, grammar, principles, and so on from condition which were 
not even found in their entirety in Abu Bakr and "Umar ls J! 92, as the 


author mentioned. 


We respond: This - even if it was correct; Then what you mean is an unre- 
stricted mujtahid. As for making it a condition to the permissibility of acting 


upon the Book and the Sunnah, then that is a lie upon Allah and upon His Mes- 
senger dwg ale al de and upon the Imams of the Scholars. Rather, what is 


obligatory upon the believer, is to - whenever the Book of Allah and the Sun- 
nah of His Messenger as ajc a] Je have reached him and he understood 


their meaning in any way whatsoever - to act upon them regardless of whoever 
opposes him in that, because that is what our Lord _Jlajg 4) ly and our Prophet 


19 Ags al te commanded us with, and the Scholars have all agreed upon 


that, except for the ignorant blind-followers, and those are not from the people 
of knowledge as consensus was reported on it by Abu ’Umar ibn ’Abdil-Barr 
and other than him. 

Allah _Jls said: 
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Follow what has been revealed to you from your Lord and do not 


follow other than Him any allies. Little do you remember. 
And He _Jls said: 
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And if you obey him, you will be [rightly] guided. And there is 
not upon the Messenger except the clear notification. 
So He _Jls testified with guidance for whoever has obeyed the Messenger 


zs ads aul _4e, and the uncouth blind-followers claim that whoever obeys 


him a) ads al _4e is not guided, but only those who have disobeyed him 


and turned away from his words and Sunnah in favour of a madhhab of a shaykh 
and so on, are upon guidance. 

A great multitude of those who claim knowledge and understanding of the 
various sciences has fallen into this prohibited kind of taqlid. They author 
works in Hadith and Sunan, then after that you find them stuck upon one of 
the Madhahib, considering it a grave error to go beyond them. 

What can be understood from Ahmad’s speech is that Taqlid before the 
Hujjah is reached is not blameworthy; and it is only blameworthy, rejected, 
and prohibited to remain upon that after one reaches the Hujjah, and re- 
jects and turns away from Allah’s Book and the Sunnah of His Messenger 

19 Als al we, and prefers the books authored in figh, relying on them over 
the Book and the Sunnah. And even if they read something from Allah’s Book 
or the Sunnah of His Messenger hed) ads al _de, they only read it to attain 
blessings, not to study and understand. Or because of a vacant position, for 
those who read al-Bukhari for example. So they read it in order to obtain a 


position, not to obtain knowledge of the Shari’ah. These are, then the most 
deserving of mankind to enter into the Words of Allah JL: 
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And We have certainly given you from Us the Qur’ an. poli 
turns away from it - then indeed, he will bear on the Day of Resur- 
rection a burden, eternally therein, and evil it is for them on the Day 
of Resurrection as a load. 

And His Word _}ls: 
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And whoever me away from My sineeib panes - indeed, he will 
have a depressed life, and We will gather him on the Day of Resur- 
rection blind. 

Until His Word: 
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And the punishment of the Hereafter is more severe and more 
lasting. 

Then if you ask: What is permissible for a person to read of these books 
which were authored about the Madhahib? THe answer: What is permissible 
of that is to read them in order to aid understanding the Book and the Sunnah 
and to conceptualize the Masa’il, and in this way they are in the category of 
textbooks. However, as for giving them precedence over the Book of Allah 
and Sunnah of His Messenger as ads al _de, and to judge by them between 


people in what they differ, and to make them reference in Tahakum instead of 
Tahakum to Allah and His Messenger aes ads al _e, then there is no doubt 


that this is a negation of Iman and its opposite, as He (Jl said: 
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But no, by your Lord, they will not believe until they make you 
judge concerning that over which they dispute among themselves and 
then find within themselves no discomfort from what you have judged 
and submit in submission. 

Then if arbitration was done to other than Allah and His Messenger, and 
Allah and His Messenger judged in the matter, you would find a discomfort 
within yourself. And had the People of the Book judged in a matter in which 
you found no discomfort, and then the Messenger a) ads al de judged and 


you would not submit to him, and instead you’d submit to their judgement, 
then Allah vila jl - and He is the most truthful in speech - has made an 


oath with the most majestic object of an oath - Himself JlJy 4,l5 - that you 
are not a believer in such a condition, and then Allah Jl said: 
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Rather, man, against himself, will be a witness, Even if he presents 


his excuses. 

And with that the four Imams and other than them from the People of 
Knowledge have prohibited people from blind-following them when the Sunnah 
is present, and the speech of Imam Ahmad which the author has mentioned is 
sufficient in that. 

Abu Hanifah said: ” When we are presented a Hadith of Allah’s Messenger 

vy Als alll de then we take it. And when we are presented a narration from 


the Sahabah, then we take it. And when something comes from the Tabi’in, 
then we are men and they are men.” 

And in al-Rawdah al-’Uqala’: ” Abu Hanifah was asked: What if you say 
something and Allah’s Book contradicts you? He said: Leave my opinion in 
favour of Allah’s Book. Then he was asked: And if a saying of the Messenger 
contradicts you? He said: Leave my opinion in favour of the naraation of the 
Messenger dwg alc al se. Then he was asked: What if an opinion of the 


Sahabah contradicts you? He said: Leave my opinion in favour of their opinion.” 
This Imam did not say what the uncouth blind-followers wanted him to say, 
that he never says anything which can contradict Allah’s Book - so much so 
that they raised him to the level one infallible who does not speak from desires. 
Bayhaqi narrated in the Sunan from Shafi’i that he said: ”If I say something 
and there is something from the Prophet deg ais | de which contradicts 


me, then what takes precedence is what is authentic from Allah’s Messenger 
"9 as wl Le, so do not blind-follow me.” 


And al-Rabi’ said: ”I heard Shafi’i saying: If you find something in my 
book which contradicts the Sunnah of Allah’s Messenger es adc wl Je then 


abandon what I said.” 

And it has been mass-transmitted from him that he said: ”If a Hadith is 
proven authentic - meaning in opposition to what I say - then throw my saying 
against the wall.” 

And Malik said: ”The opinion of everyone is taken and rejected, except 
Allah’s Messenger’s dwg ade Wl Jo.” 

Speech like this is plentiful from the Scholars. The blind-followers contradict 
them in it, and remain stuck upon what they find in the books of the Madhahib, 
whether it correct or incorrect, with that much of these opinions which are 
ascribed to the Imams are not transmitted from them, but are instead branches, 
facets, possibilities, and analogy on their actual views. And we do not say that 
the Imams were upon error, because they were - if Allah wills - upon guidance 
from their Lord, as they stood by what Allah mandated upon them from Iman in 
the Messenger os ads al _4e and following him, however nobody is infallible 


except the Messenger ds ads al _4e who does not speak from desires: 
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It is not but a revelation revealed, 


So what excuse can there be in following those and no the one who does not 
speak from desires? 


”That he” Meaning the person with whom something of the Sunnah of Al- 
lah’s Messenger a) ade al le be authentic. 

”Reject some of his saying” Meaning what the Prophet hase) ads al te 
said. 

”That his heart be afflicted with deviance and he perishes” This is a warning 
that rejecting anything of what the Messenger rags) ads al _de said is a reason 


for the heart to deviate - which is a reason of perishing in both Duniya and 
Akhirah. So if poor manners with regard to him in speech was a reason for 
rendering one’s deeds null and void, as per His _JL Word: 


é 2 B oo < oe Z oe oh é : . 
ry ° ° o. on ? 70 ge wo % ° woe ° ja ry Fon 
3 
¢ ¢ 
opp 24 GL 2A ae os 
b95ad5 Y els eval bs 


Do not raise your voices above the voice of the Prophet or be loud 
to him in speech like the loudness of some of you to others, lest your 
deeds become worthless while you perceive not. 

Then what do you think about rejecting his rulings and Sunan in favour of 
somebody’s opinion - whoever that may be? 

Shaykh al-Islam said: ”Then if the one who opposes his command was 
warned about kufr and shirk or a painful punishment, this means that he may 
be left to kufr and a painful punishment. And it is known that what is sufficient 
to be punished is to simply disobey, so to be left to disbelieve is coupled with 
belittling the right of the commander, just as Iblis aU! auJ did.” End quote. 


Once you know that opposing his dwg als al se command is a reason for 
fitnah which is shirk and a painful punishment in Duniya and Akhirah, you’ll 
also know that whosoever rejects his saying and opposes his command in favour 
of Abu Hanifah or Malik or other than them, are totally and completely included 
under this Verse and threat against opposing his ra) ads al _de command. 

Many from the Scholars used this Verse as evidence that the basis of a 
command is to indicate an obligation until another evidence is found to lower 
it to a recommendation. 


He said: (From ’Adi bin Hatim that he heard the Prophet As ade al le 
reading this verse: 
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They have taken their Scribes and Monks as lords besides Allah 

”So I said: We do not worship them. He said: Do they not prohibit what 
Allah permitted so you deem it prohibited, and permit what Allah prohibited so 
you deem it permitted? I said: Yes. He said: That is their worship.” Narrated 
Ahmad and Tirmidhi, and he graded it hassan.) 

This Hadith was narrated in varous ways: By Ibn Sa’d, ’Abd bin Humayd, 
Ibn al-Mundhir, Ibn Jarir, Ibn Abi Hatim, al-Tabarani, Abul-Shaykh, Ibn Mar- 
dawayh, and Bayhaqi in his Sunan, and it includes a story which the author 
summarized. 


(From ’Adi bin Hatim) al-Ta’i, well known: he is Ibn ’Abdillah bin Sa’d bin 
al-Hashraj - (al-Hashraj) died as a mushrik. 

And ’Adi is nicknamed Abu Tarif, and he is a well-known Sahabi, who died 
in the year 68 AH, at the age of 120 years. 

(So I said: We do not worship them.) ’Adi thought that worship is just 
getting close to them by ritual acts such as prostrating, slaughtering, and the 
like, so he said: ” We do not worship them.” 

(Do they not prohibit what Allah permitted, so you deem it prohibited?) 
Until the end, he vy ads al _e made clear in this Hadith that the worship 


of Scribes and Monks is in their obedience in legislation, and it is their obedience 
in opposition to the ruling of Allah and His Messenger. 

Shaykh al-Islam said: ” Those are the ones who took their Scribes and Monks 
as lords instead of Allah when they obeyed them in permitting what Allah 
prohibited and in the reverse; and they are of two types: 

The first: Those who know that they are replacing Allah’s religion and 
follow them in the tabdil, and believe it to be correct what they permit what 
Allah prohibited and prohibit what Allah permitted, following their heads while 
knowing that they contradict the religion of the Messengers - this is kufr; and 
Allah and His Messenger described it as shirk - even if they did not pray and 
prostrate to them. 

The second: That they have the firm belief and Iman in the correct legisla- 
tion, but they obeyed them in Allah’s disobedience, as does a Muslim whenever 
he commits some disobedience which he believes is a sin; Those have the same 
ruling as their likes from the sinners, since it’s been established in the Sahihayn: 
Obedience is only in that which is good. 

Then we say: Following those who permit the prohibited and those who 
prohibit the permitted - if he was a mujtahid with the intention of following 
the Messenger dwg als al ae, however the truth of the matter was obscured 


from him, but he feared Allah as much as he could, then this one Allah will not 
take to account for his error, but instead reward him for his ijtihad with which 
he obeyed his Lord. 

However, the one who knew that this is an error and not what the Messenger 
ra) ads al _4e came with, then followed him upon this error and turned 


away from the saying of the Messenger ae) ads al _4e, then he has a share 


of this shirk which Allah censured. In particular if he followed him out of 
desires, and aided him with the tongue and the hand, with knowledge that he 
is opposing the Messenger As ads al _4e, then this is shirk for which he 


deserves punishment. 

This is why the Scholars have agreed that whosoever has understood the 
truth, he is not permitted to blind-follow anyone in what is contrary to it. 

As for when the follower of a mujtahid is unable to recognize the truth in 
detail, and did whatever he could of ijtihad in his taqlid, then such one will not 
be taken to account even if he was upon error as was the case with those who 
erred in regard to the direction of the Qiblah. 
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And as for if he blind-followed one individual instead of another simply due 
to his desires, and aided him with his hand and tongue without to know that 
the truth is with him, such one is from the people of Jahiliyyah. And even if 
the person whom he follows got to the correct view, his deed would still not be 
good. And if he was upon error, then he’s sinful on account of it, as the one who 
talks about the Qur’an based on his opinion, even if he says something correct, 
he is upon error. And if he gets it wrong, then he should occupy his seat of 
hellfire.” End quote, summarized. 

The author said: (Conditions of this have changed so much so that, among 
many, worshipping the Monks became the best of deeds, and in particular, it 
was considered Wilayah. And worshipping the Scribes became knowledge and 
understanding. Then the conditions have changed even more so now people 
worship those who are not from the Pious as the best of deeds and Wilayah, 
and worshipping those from the ignorant became knowledge and understanding.) 

He said: (Worshipping the Monks became the best of deeds) This refers to 
what many of mankind believe from those who ascribe to Wilayah, regarding 
benefit and harm and giving and withholding. They call this Wilayah (saint- 
hood) and mystery and other than that, and it is shirk. 

(And worshipping the Scribes became knowledge and understanding.) That 
which is today called knowledge and understanding in the works uopn the Mad- 
hahib of the Imams and such, they obey them in everything that they say, 
regardless of whether they comply with Allah’s judgement or oppose it. Rather 
they are not even concerned with how much it contradicts the Book and the 
Sunnah, and even reject Allah’s speech and that of His Messenger in favour of 
opinions of those they blind-follow, and claim that it is not permitted to act 
neither upon the Book nor upon the Sunnah, and neither is it permitted to take 
knowledge and guidance from the Book and the Sunnah, and knowledge, figh, 
and understanding according to them is only found in those books. 

What is worse than that: Is that they accuse Allah’s Speech and the speech of 
His Messenger of not relaying knowledge and certitude in the matters of Allah’s 
Names and Attributes and Tawhid, and call them ”apparent phrases” and then 
call what the mushrik philosophers have fabricated ” intellectual proofs” then 
they give them preference in the matters of Names and Attributes and Tawhid 
over what came from Allah. Then they charge those who left the worship of 
Scribes and Monks for obedience of the Lord of Creation and obedience of His 
Messenger and ruling by what Allah sent down wherever a dispute occurs, with 
bid’ah, or kufr. 

(Then the conditions have changed even more so now people worship those 
who are not from the Pious) An example of this is what many believe in respect 
to those who ascribe themselves to Wilayah from the Fussaq and lunatics. 

(And worshipping those from the ignorant became knowledge and under- 
standing) Such as their belief that the ignorant blind-followers posses knowl- 
edge, so they beautify to them innovations and shirk and then they are obeyed 
in that. And they think that they are ee penorees 


11 


Unquestionably, it is they who are the corrupters, but they per- 
ceive not. 


